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Seven	
  stages	
  of	
  Church	
  History:	
  

	
  

1. 	
  Apostolic	
  Church	
  (1st	
  Century)	
   	
   	
   	
   Christ	
  Above	
  Culture	
  

	
  

	
  

2. Ancient	
  Catholic	
  Church	
  (2nd	
  –	
  3rd)	
   	
   	
   Christ	
  Against	
  Culture	
  
	
  

	
  

3. The	
  Official	
  Church	
  (4th-­‐10th)	
   	
   	
   	
   Christ	
  Accommodated	
  to	
  Culture	
  

	
  

	
  

4. Medieval	
  Church	
  (11th-­‐15th)	
   	
   	
   	
   Christ	
  Equals	
  Culture	
  
	
  

	
  

5. The	
  Reforming	
  Church	
  (16th)	
   	
   	
   	
   Christ	
  Transforms	
  Culture	
  

	
  

	
  

6. The	
  Modern	
  Church	
  (17th-­‐20th)	
   	
   	
   	
   Paradigm	
  Depends	
  upon	
  Geography	
  
	
  

	
  

7. The	
  future	
  Church	
  (21st-­‐?)	
   	
   	
   	
   ?	
  

	
  

	
  

Recommended	
  Reading:	
  	
  H.	
  Richard	
  Niebuhr,	
  Christ	
  and	
  Culture	
  



	
  

	
  


